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Editorial

Sunny Summer Weather! ting to the stage where some rain would be
What an amazing long spell of warm  good for us all. | wondered if we all
weather we have had. It reminds me ol wished, at the same time, for it to rain at
the sort of summers we seemed to havt night and be dry during the day that might
when | was a child, and before you stalwork? You know a combined effort rather

sayingd i f you havlkethe onethata national newspaper 0 n

the clock you are bound to think that  called for when a famous footballer hurt
wayNO, I am not 0 his foot, the combined minds and mass -
l'ieve for these heconcentrationwould bring a healing energyr i e
spell that we have hadinmanyayear. t o t he afflicted | i mb.
What a contrast to the day when we  that would work with rain, so | am suggest-
moved this January inthe middleofa i ng t hat a mass 6éRain
snowstorm. more effective? How a

The upside of this sumniegetting the  Midday7 everydayi starting a.s.a.p? You
outside jobs done, feeling we have had could have a practice now. Here are the
summer, and with joy | sayi not all instructions:-

those wet towels and damp beds hangil Stop what you are doing and stand up.
around the place drying. Not long after Putting your right foot forward, hold it

we had moved in here, one day the niff there for 2 seconds and then replace. Do
emanating from the combined steaming this twice more reducing the amount of
mass of towels, beds and the dog sent time you hold your foot forward. Now give
scurrying about the house sniffing in co it a gentle shakeRepeat this with you left
ners and investigating the drains as the foot.

was such a hum | thought the drains we Put your hand on your hips and bend your
blocked! knees gently. The more people who can

| see that while | have been busy sortintjoin in - the better. You can then link arms
out and settling in, Avon have had seve and after the sequence above, take six steps
training days, and also gave a demonst forward and then six steps back. It works
tion at the big Country Event at Bowooc best when you all form a circle.

Thank you to those members very kindl We will all find out if it works in the next
gave of their time and energy to transpc few days!! Have fun.

the equipment and give the public an id Good Luck!

of what Working Trials is all about. Vicky

While | dondt reli t
and dogs beds again, | think we are get

Working Trials Schedules & Entry Forms are often available on
www.workingtrials.co.uk
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Liz Hickmands C & A d

After a wet and miserable week, Sunday dawned a beautiful day with
the sun in the sky and just a few clouds hanging around. As the new-
est member of the group having only joined five or six weeks ago and

a total novice at this type of training | was looking forward to the day
with a mixture of nerves and excitement. By 10.30 everybody had
arrived and been introduced, the dogs had been given a bit of a blast
and it was time to get to work. Liz was introduced and started the
session by asking everybody their names and the names of the dogs
and what problems they were having, but only promised to remember
the dogs names. | found it really encouraging that there were one or
two others that were having similar problems as myself, as well as
the more experienced trainers that just wanted to fine tune their meth-
ods for greater results. Throughout the day we worked on heel work,
sit stays, retrieve, down stays and jumping. As Liz worked with each
of us in turn pointing out what (some of us) were doing wrong and
how to correct it, other members of the club had come along to help
and work with the less experienced that needed a bit more one to
one, namely me!.

A superb lunch was provided by Pippa and Felicity and recipes were banded around left, right and centre. The lemon drizzle
cake was an absolute smash as were the tarts and the black bean wraps! After lunch we watched Liz work her dog Jay on close
heelwork which was fascinating to see. The bond between dog and owner was amazing and made you realise just how much
work was required to get that kind of relationship i needless to say | have miles to go. We then saw Jay do a track and a search
square and | was green with envy. After that we all collected our dogs again and while some worked over the bigger jumps, the
beginners were shown how to send our dogs over the jumps and get them to come back!!

More teas and coffee were provided with yet more food at the end of the day. It was wonderful how everybody was so willing to
share stories and anecdotes with each other even if they had only just met, and how relaxed the whole day was although it was
intense at times. | came away absolutely exhausted but with a great feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment and could now
see a way forward to better improve the relationship with my dog. | have put many of the things | learnt into practice and already
can see improvements in certain areas. It can only get better with the longer evenings and more time to practice.

would like to say a huge thank you to Pippa and Felicity for organising such a fun and interesting day and Janet who spent quite
a bit of time with me while Liz was working with the rest of the group. But most importantly a huge thank you should go to Liz for
giving up her time to spend an absolute ton of patience with us all.

Adele
Thanks guys it was great!!

BOWO®D

CHARITY
DOGSHOW
& SUMMER FAIR

Dear Felicity

Just a quick line to thank you so much for attending the Bowood Charity Do
.| Show & Summer Fair 2010.

! The day was a great success, with over £20,000 being raised for MacMillan
cer Support and several local charities. The cumulative total since the start
show 5 years ago as approximately £114,000.

We could not achieve such dizzy heights with out the help of people such a
self, | do hope that you enjoyed the day in such glorious surroundings and |
weather.

The feedback from the general public has been very positive and has spurrg
on as a committee to organise a bigger and better event next year.

With kind regards

Celia Jones
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