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HELP NEEDED! 

A 
s you all know, at the Sunday morning training 

sessions at Keevil, Felicity and Pippa selflessly 

give their time to overseeing arrangements and 

helping people with their training.  

 To allow them to either have the occasional Sunday off 

or at  least more time to train their own dogs it would be 

greatly appreciated if some of the more experienced  

members could come along from time to time to help 

those who would appreciate some guidance.  

 It is a given that like most training clubs, this is in the main a ôself-helpõ group but as we are 

the Avon Working Trials TRAINING Society surely we need to encourage the newer members to 

take part in this wonderful sport?  

 As we all know, the working trials discipline could be in danger of dying out as the majority of 

the most enthusiastic participants are hardly in the first flush of youth!  

 Unfortunately the Kennel Club does nothing to promote working trials but Avon WTTS can at 

least make a start!  

CLUB DIARY DATES 
 

20-22 January 2012  
UD trial at Keevil (closing date 30.12.11) 
 
February (date TBA) 
Return match with Wessex at Upottery 
 
11 March 
Training day with Heather Donnelly 
 
22 April 
Mock UD trial 
 
20 May (date to be confirmed) 
Training day with Mick Tustain 
 
Chris Young and Janette Hickson are planning to 
organise another training day with Linda Reynolds 
and Marney Wells, probably in the spring. 

DONôT MISS  OUR  NEXT  TRIAL  AT  K EEVIL  

ON  21/22  J ANUARY  2012  

  

 UD open stake  

 Judge: Marney Wells  

 

 Trials secretary: Janette Hickson  

Tel: 01594 530649   

AVON WTTS WEEKDAY TRAINING SESSIONS  

 

These are run by Chris Young at 11.00 on Wednesday mornings at St 

Briavels Common.  

Call Chris on 01594 8 33743  for directions and to check with her 

before attending as this is a seasonal arrangement . 

Working trials schedules and entry forms available on www.workingtrialsworld.co.uk 
Working Trials Monthly  website: www.workingtrialsmonthly.co.uk 

http://www.workingtrialsworld.co.uk
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At an Avon meeting early this spring whilst discussing the 

2011 programme of events I was kindly invited to judge 

this yearõs match, giving me the opportunity to judge 

tracking for the first time. At that time the autumn 

seemed a long way off, so it seemed a good idea and as it 

would give me valuable experience I was happy to accept. 

 As the date of the match was announced I started to 

feel the weight of responsibility resting on my shoulders 

and met everyone I knew who had judging experience 

with a barrage of questions on how they judged. Thus 

armed with much advice I set out my track and square 

patterns and chose my articles, taking into consideration 

that the teams would be made up of dogs which had nev-

er competed at a trial and which would mainly be young 

dogs.   

 Both teams met at Westwood Farm, Keevil for the 

match. Wessex sported a team of four GSDõs - Mary with 

ôLucasõ, Liz with ôKerriõ, Jo with ôJackõ, and Jill with ôAvaõ. 

Avonõs mixed breed team comprised Adele with 

ôKeishaõ (GSD), Flis with ôJetõ (Groenendael), Marney 

with ôGarboõ (Staffordshire bull terrier) and Jan with 

ôHazelõ (Golden Retriever).  

 Every team completed the track in style with very little 

to mark and both articles. The square was mainly enthu-

siastically worked and every team got at least two articles. 

 As always, our grateful thanks must go to Francis and 

family who not only allow us to use their farm but make 

us feel so welcome. 

 Big thanks to Suzanne, Gavin and Lindsey who laid 

all the tracks perfectly, to John for laying the squares just 

as I wanted them, and to Pippa, Flis and all who contrib-

uted to once again putting on a marvellous spread 

(working trials folk do like their food!). Special thanks 

must go to both Pippa and Lindsey for organising the 

match, sorting out the teams etc. 

 Despite my worries wondering if I would ôget it rightõ, 

I had the most fantastic day, watching dogs working 

(which I love) with a great bunch of people who without 

exception were sporting and fun to be with. I found it 

interesting and informative to observe the different styles 

of working and handling and I have certainly been given  

plenty of food for thought. 

 To those competing, thank you for allowing me to 

judge you, it was a most enjoyable and valuable experi-

ence.  

Janette Hickson 

Avon WTTS v Wessex WTC Nosework Match - 18 September 2011 

In the final analysis Team Wessex won the match by nine points overall and the individual placings were (l -r):  
1st Liz Hickman with Kerri; 2 nd Marney Wells with Garbo; 3 rd Jo Magnus with Jack; 4 th  Mary Hansell with Lucas  

 
Clothing with the club logo can be obtained from  

http://www.groovydogs.co.uk/acatalog/Avon_Working_Trials.html  


